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Sustaining Rural Livelihoods



• Food facilities remain open in Athens & Nelsonville

• Food Ventures staff can continue to assist food entrepreneurs

• Training, technical assistance and marketing staff available through calls & 
emails

• Workshops will go virtual – “Webinar Wednesdays” stay tuned for topics

• ACEnet sector “hangouts” for entrepreneurs to talk, share & support

• ACEnet e-newsletter will come out more frequently with resource info

• Surveys will be sent out to collect needs

• Email leslies@acenetworks.org 
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ACEnet Resources



The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) has qualified the State of Ohio for the 
Economic Injury Disaster Loan program. 

Ohio businesses and non-profits economically impacted by the outbreak of COVID-19 may 
now apply for a low-interest loan of up to $2 million to help pay for fixed debts, payroll, 
accounts payable and other bills that can't be paid because of the disaster's impact. You can 
apply here: https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela/ (recommended), or by calling 1-800-659-2955 to 
have an application mailed to you.

To expedite the application process, applicants should have ready complete copies of their 
most recent federal income tax return and a completed and signed IRS Form 4506T, which 
authorizes the release of tax information. Additional information to have available would be 
a schedule of liabilities, personal financial statement, monthly sales figures, a current year-
to-date profit-and-loss statement, and a year-end profit-and-loss statement and balance 
sheet for that tax year if the most recent federal income tax return has not been filed.
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SBA Economic Injury Disaster Loan

Small Business Resources

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001igHdgGgnF5AMiKTZBbcoadr_eF5OYeBBdZCjSrODsukCtredpAAKcTlyiTKU3OMHR81IyVIa898y7Tlw5qasDiZFO4rX_PQhCrbjtEXMrF5Oy0NKw67VLX1WRZ78T0-d6JmYmAWtr0Amv_NlqLc8GYy2Dgd0sicFmIpdZKzALJGjZX-BqEiJ2jEJsTxUJAzv&c=p9rcZnA4e_l0VYrCidyOe9EO0nIUjbKqowaF-xWg_JecFB9dWs_wPg==&ch=kvNr2QF2B44qKdCBH-276SllZrMAzQ5EHonR0tKJfurSTNGYVCzFLQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001igHdgGgnF5AMiKTZBbcoadr_eF5OYeBBdZCjSrODsukCtredpAAKcTlyiTKU3OMH-RhaozGuIPN9BA3bAWNRpUoN3XH45lAoyRF1fVLj_oYhc22_ZZpC2moud2x17LHQuucJMfztl5ix04_8V-YN_kVhtKgGV0Gvjm1qyKAzCi0nekSkSV7-eBJ4TnIx1TD6x0QT1HEm1_k=&c=p9rcZnA4e_l0VYrCidyOe9EO0nIUjbKqowaF-xWg_JecFB9dWs_wPg==&ch=kvNr2QF2B44qKdCBH-276SllZrMAzQ5EHonR0tKJfurSTNGYVCzFLQ==


Ohio’s Bureau of Workers' Compensation (BWC)
Ohio’s Bureau of Workers' Compensation (BWC) system is 
the exclusive provider of workers’ compensation 
insurance in Ohio and serves 249,000 public and private 
employers. To help businesses facing difficulties due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Ohio BWC is announcing the 
deferment of insurance premium installment payments for 
March, April and May until June 1, 2020. For more 
information, visit bwc.ohio.gov.
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State of Ohio Sites & Guides

Small Business Resources

https://info.bwc.ohio.gov/


Grace Period for Health Insurance Premiums
All health insurers are required to provide the option of 
deferring premium payments, interest free, for up to 60 
calendar days from each original premium due date. This means 
that employers can defer their premium payments up to two 
months, giving them some relief on costs, while keeping their 
employees insured.
https://iop-odi-
content.s3.amazonaws.com/static/Legal/Bulletins/Documents/2
020-03.pdf
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State of Ohio Sites & Guides

Small Business Resources

https://iop-odi-content.s3.amazonaws.com/static/Legal/Bulletins/Documents/2020-03.pdf


Pay benefits for reduced work hours
SharedWork Ohio allows workers to remain employed and 
employers to retain trained staff during times of reduced 
business activity. The Ohio Department of Job and Family 
Services provides eligible individuals an 
unemployment insurance benefit proportionate to their 
reduced hours. To learn 
more: http://jfs.ohio.gov/ouio/SharedWorkOhio/

4/1/2020 APPALACHIAN CENTER FOR ECONOMIC NETWORKS

State of Ohio Sites & Guides

Small Business Resources

http://jfs.ohio.gov/ouio/SharedWorkOhio


The DeWine-Husted Administration has worked with representatives from Ohio’s banking community. 

Banks across the state are taking steps to offer loan payment deferrals, fee waivers or refunds and extend credit lines to 
both businesses and individuals. Many banks are also suspending foreclosures where possible. Recent federal guidelines 
give financial institutions more tools to help Ohioans and the banking industry has welcomed these changes.

Banks are also showing customers how to protect themselves from coronavirus-related scams and encouraging Ohioans 
to use digital banking features like mobile apps, online banking or banking by phone. If you need help, please reach out 
to your bank for assistance.

Banks and credit unions across the state are taking steps to offer loan payment deferrals, fee waivers or refunds and 
extend credit lines to both businesses and individuals. Many financial institutions are also suspending foreclosures where 
possible. Recent federal guidelines give our financial institutions more tools to help Ohioans and the banking industry 
has welcomed these changes. Learn more at ohiobankersleague.com/customers and ohiocreditunions.org.
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State of Ohio Sites & Guides

Small Business Resources

https://www.ohiobankersleague.com/customers
http://www.ohiocreditunions.org/
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APEG Resources

Small Business Resources

https://apeg.com/covid-
19-resources

https://apeg.com/covid-19-resources
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Athens Area Chamber of Commerce

Small Business Resources
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Athens Area Chamber of Commerce

Small Business Resources
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Athens County Convention & Visitors Bureau

Small Business Resources

Make sure the 
ACCVB has your up 
to date info. Both 
the tourism and 
Chamber staff are 
promoting the info 
on social media, 
websites and in 
local media
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Restaurant & Foodservice

Small Business Resources
To all restaurants & food service operators still in operation: ServSafe and 
the National Restaurant Association have recorded a webinar regarding 
appropriate response measures to the COVID-19 pandemic.

•Topics include: The latest developments related to the Coronavirus.
•How to prepare restaurants for virus prevention.
•Answers to the Frequently Asked Questions from the industry.
Feel free to pass along to other restaurant and food-service operators in our community and 
beyond. You can view this webinar here: https://tinyurl.com/Coronavirus-and-Food-Service

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001igHdgGgnF5AMiKTZBbcoadr_eF5OYeBBdZCjSrODsukCtredpAAKcTlyiTKU3OMHUNMVCDMSB8e1V1K_gcwE42qsmPAZhgHKuIuQZ8bpbQ3RAXl_mToeAmckfvyZFOhcMDVjx0qs_5-C1Vvg8ugCLEXKR_3vZQYMnFQMGpir0H6aW9b4rnISbCVvwDiP1wQfvl9eEP5GDms6E8O_ZGPqSr5mCZOBREU9nVjdTosNdZPjC6rtQyhYepE1FbvjMOGd6s8Y-f71RHMyDaHd3gP1tA==&c=p9rcZnA4e_l0VYrCidyOe9EO0nIUjbKqowaF-xWg_JecFB9dWs_wPg==&ch=kvNr2QF2B44qKdCBH-276SllZrMAzQ5EHonR0tKJfurSTNGYVCzFLQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001igHdgGgnF5AMiKTZBbcoadr_eF5OYeBBdZCjSrODsukCtredpAAKcTlyiTKU3OMHLWlBpGalYX7gZdxKLbYY7LgUO2pbGGqWmcAy1Ao8FpAZtQMDXw7bt0FlYxCjMHUkTud7yjhIQKE7_PhS-jRRSB52ne-Em87msCEEKVOvRi5ZGfukiXmT3wa6F0ol7-G-fH3KcRFvor4ucT6Sb7xfcUNy7qXx1cgn4p_aiHM7JumX6nwTCMXAt2vFugwg47kuG9WE5JFPApa0sd1FH_UcSg==&c=p9rcZnA4e_l0VYrCidyOe9EO0nIUjbKqowaF-xWg_JecFB9dWs_wPg==&ch=kvNr2QF2B44qKdCBH-276SllZrMAzQ5EHonR0tKJfurSTNGYVCzFLQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001igHdgGgnF5AMiKTZBbcoadr_eF5OYeBBdZCjSrODsukCtredpAAKcTlyiTKU3OMHlnuOTaWjDmI0Ptrg7KoJpYC6Iwchr3Hc7zvQEy9XAKdPDGXqN3d02OTtr9yLSXQys4fEwG9NrIR1lfS47sYSyDHpj4NZsYvWazdOigfVOOmXG7oir5aVX_2BbpYXX-NJaTDFOnv62KI=&c=p9rcZnA4e_l0VYrCidyOe9EO0nIUjbKqowaF-xWg_JecFB9dWs_wPg==&ch=kvNr2QF2B44qKdCBH-276SllZrMAzQ5EHonR0tKJfurSTNGYVCzFLQ==


Rural Action, a 501c3 non-profit, has agreed to be the home for an 
emergency response fund to be used by local businesses, farmers and 
community-based organizations in Athens County to address the 
immediate impacts of this region's coronavirus outbreak, as well as the 
impacts of mandated closures of local and state institutions.

A committee of individuals from several local organizations and non-
profits will make funding decisions. Rural Action will not make those 
decisions independently, but will be able to accept tax-deductible 
donations earmarked for this purpose. The committee will proactively 
identify potential grant recipients, solicit guidance on potential 
recipients from community advisors, and recommend final awards.

For more information, COVID-19 Athens County Response Fund
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Athens County COVID-19 Fund

Local Funds being Developed

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001igHdgGgnF5AMiKTZBbcoadr_eF5OYeBBdZCjSrODsukCtredpAAKcTlyiTKU3OMHGKRz32ae48ixutS3nYmK-SMkMVawGx02iibBftdEuQq00mSE7byqqonzntTJbC3MWF3e6HljBqgMfqtgFMVxSyvvbR1W-7tOUfnDQhWAZryElT_iQd2Ghm92mY-xe5MGT1wwTk-eWauxrSI5X7z5OA==&c=p9rcZnA4e_l0VYrCidyOe9EO0nIUjbKqowaF-xWg_JecFB9dWs_wPg==&ch=kvNr2QF2B44qKdCBH-276SllZrMAzQ5EHonR0tKJfurSTNGYVCzFLQ==
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Athens County COVID-19 Fund

Local Funds being Developed
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Facebook

Grants & Loan Availability



Rural Business-Cooperative Service • Beginning immediately, through July 31, 2020, 
USDA Business and Industry Loan Guarantees (B&I) and Rural Energy for America 
Program (REAP) Guaranteed lenders may assist borrowers experiencing temporary 
cash flow issues by deferring payments for a period no longer than 120 days. The 
lender must notify The Agency in writing of any payment deferments. Written 
notification to the Agency will meet the standard for concurrence until July 31, 2020. 

A response from the Agency is not required. This guidance applies to ALL borrowers 
that had a current repayment status as of March 1, 2020.
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Call the state office or go online

Rural Development Loans



• Incredible support is being provided by our local 
bank partners
•Loan payments are being waived
•New loans & lines of credit are available
•Please reach out to you local bank to uncover 

resources that can be expedited
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Many Local Banks are Waiving Loan Payments

Working with Your Bank
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Restaurant & Foodservice

Small Business Resources

Liquor Buyback Program for Bars/Restaurants
If you own a bar and/or restaurant and you stocked your business 
with alcohol for St. Patrick's Day celebrations and NCAA basketball 
tournament games, you can reach out to the Liquor Enterprise 
Service Center at 1-877-812-0013 or e-
mail OhioLiquorInfo@com.ohio.gov for information on a one time 
liquor buyback.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001igHdgGgnF5AMiKTZBbcoadr_eF5OYeBBdZCjSrODsukCtredpAAKcTlyiTKU3OMHGPz6-nUUzxcTb1FNKtWHrulrc1xljNwVgkIEJnP-IB6l3X4M5HNPc0vzKdT3Grr_vBGl-StSNDJ_YR9KCcdn3AxlwxmIjsHHStYTtEA7p-VCTZBEsZ9Vxb-rAYDRC52s&c=p9rcZnA4e_l0VYrCidyOe9EO0nIUjbKqowaF-xWg_JecFB9dWs_wPg==&ch=kvNr2QF2B44qKdCBH-276SllZrMAzQ5EHonR0tKJfurSTNGYVCzFLQ==


Continue to check out the following web sites for recent info & resources:

• Ohio Arts Council

• Americans for the Arts

• National Endowment for the Arts – resource page on COVID impacts

• Creative-Capital.org --- listing of national resources with links

• Kickstarter also has a list

• Artworkarchive.com – links for professional craft persons

• Artiststhrive.org/covid-19

• Ioby.org/covid-19  -- info on possible future projects
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Resources for Artisans & Makers



Potential funds geared to individual entrepreneurs worth exploring:
• Artist Relief Project - Artistreliefproject.org

• Foundationforcontemporaryarts.org --- $1,000 grants for canceled performance or 
exhibitions

• The Ohio Arts Council have grants for individual artists

• Artist Fellowship Inc. --https://www.4culture.org/cultural-relief-fund/

• Anonymous Was a Woman - https://www.nyfa.org/Content/Show/Anonymous-Was-A-
Woman-Emergency-Relief-Grant

• The Photographer Fund - https://www.format.com/photographer-fund

• Arts and Culture Leaders of Color Emergency Fund-
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfv4AazvLFVUNAgXoxqBqfZ7jJVkrMroa-
CET6Vt6XygR-CaQ/viewform
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Resources for Artisans & Makers

https://www.4culture.org/cultural-relief-fund/
https://www.nyfa.org/Content/Show/Anonymous-Was-A-Woman-Emergency-Relief-Grant
https://www.format.com/photographer-fund
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfv4AazvLFVUNAgXoxqBqfZ7jJVkrMroa-CET6Vt6XygR-CaQ/viewform


• NEA applications are waiving many of the match requirements

• Consider the Ohio Arts Council grants 

• Arts Fund-https://www.artsfund.org/covid-19-relief-fund/

• Cultural Relief Fund-https://www.4culture.org/cultural-relief-fund/
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Art Organizations

Resources & Relief

https://www.artsfund.org/covid-19-relief-fund/
https://www.4culture.org/cultural-relief-fund/


Some of the resources for musicians:
•Musicians Foundation
•Jazz Musicians Emergency Fund
•MusicCares Foundation
•Music Maker Relief Foundation
•Sweet Relief Musicians Fund
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Musicians

Resources & Relief Availability
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Resources for Farmers - OEFFA

OEFFA.ORG



Agriculture Provisions

• The most significant agricultural provision is the creation of a new $9.5 billion 
disaster relief program to provide “support for producers impacted by the 
coronavirus.” The funding is reserved for:

• Specialty crop producers

• Livestock producers (including dairy)

• Producers that supply local food systems (including farmers markets, 
restaurants, and schools)

The inclusion of farmers who have lost their direct markets is a major win for 
NSAC. An economic analysis developed for NSAC found that farmers who have lost 
access to direct markets as a result of the ongoing COVID-19 crisis and “social 
distancing” restrictions stand to lose more than $1 billion in sales this year.
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Resources for Farmers - NSAC

https://sustainableagriculture.net/blog/covid-economic-impact-local-food/


4/1/2020 APPALACHIAN CENTER FOR ECONOMIC NETWORKS

Resources for Farmers-Farm Aid

www.farmaid.org
Has extensive 
resources on their 
website

They also share 
ways to advocate 
on farmers & local 
food issues

http://www.farmaid.org/
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Avalanche Pizza – Feeding Kids & Families

Entrepreneurs Providing Help
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Avalanche Pizza – Feeding Kids & Families

Entrepreneurs Providing Help
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Brenen’s 

Entrepreneurs Providing Help
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Feeding Initiatives

CFI Providing Help
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Making Masks

Entrepreneurs Providing Help
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Making Hand Sanitizer – Selling Local

Entrepreneurs Providing Help
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Making Hand Sanitizer – Selling Local

Entrepreneurs Providing Help



1. Please follow our social media platforms

2. We will be sending out more frequent e-
newsletters

3. Look for resources archived on the 
www.acenetworks.org

4. Share resources with us for distribution to 
our networks
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Stay Tuned to ACEnet for Resources

http://www.acenetworks.org/



